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the emancipation imperative that runs
through Abraham Lincoln to Ronald
Reagan and to today, we are in a sad
state. I trust we wake up while there is
still time.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WESTMORELAND addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of South Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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OUR ONGOING MILITARY AND
DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. BOUSTANY) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor tonight to talk about the
ongoing military and diplomatic mis-
sion in Iraq and to discuss the recent
testimonies given to Congress by Gen-
eral David Petraeus and Ambassador
Ryan Crocker. Make no mistake, the
situation in Iraq is the most signifi-
cant issue that we, in Congress, face
today. Our troops on the frontlines of
the battlefield, our constituents back
home, and the world look upon the ac-
tions and the debates in this body to
determine our resolve.

First, let me thank the men and
women serving in our Armed Forces,
the diplomatic corps who are serving in
that country, and our Foreign Service
officers on the ground who all serve so
nobly under difficult circumstances.
They make our Nation great. And we
owe them a debt of gratitude that can
never be adequately repaid.

There are three observations that I
have that drive my views and under-
standing of the current efforts being
made in Iraq. First, the plan that was
implemented about a year ago is work-
ing. General Petraeus and Ambassador
Ryan Crocker are leading an effort to
bring stability into Baghdad and areas
throughout Iraq because they have the
flexibility and the necessary resources
to respond to changes on the ground.
This plan is more than just simply
30,000 troops in country. The troops are
placed strategically.

And we also have civilian personnel
and diplomats on the ground working
to help build up the political institu-
tions from the ground up as we work
with the central government so that
hopefully as the two meet, we will end
up with a stable Irag that has sov-
ereignty that can protect its borders
and that can build institutions on its
own and that can protect minority
rights. Second, America can complete
this mission successfully. Given the ap-
propriate support and guidance, our
troops and diplomats will succeed. And
third, clearly, challenges remain. Both
General Petraeus and Ambassador
Crocker outlined these challenges.

The positive trends as a result of this
plan continue from last summer, and
we will highlight those. But we under-
stand many challenges remain before
us, and clearly these challenges were
outlined by these two gentlemen before
Congress. I want to mention that fail-
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ure in Iraq would have serious reper-
cussions and dire consequences for U.S.
foreign policy as well as for global se-
curity.

Most importantly, our efforts to stop
terrorist organizations would be hin-
dered. Secondly, the ability for us and
others to deal with the Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process will become much
more difficult. Thirdly, efforts to mini-
mize Iran’s dangerous mischief in this
region will be diminished. And finally,
stabilizing the broader Middle East
will be exceedingly difficult if we fail
in Iraq. Clearly, the cost and the con-
sequences of failure are far too high.

As Members of Congress, we must lis-
ten to the professional judgments of
the American leadership we have cur-
rently serving in Iraq and work with
them to create and support policies
that will successfully complete our
mission.

Congress has a serious responsibility
here. These two gentlemen and the
work that they have done in Iraq has
been outstanding and should be ap-
plauded. And we need to support them.
And we need to have a serious debate
here in Congress on what steps we need
to take to continue to support this ef-
fort so that we are successful in Iraq.

Tonight, my colleagues and I will
offer our thoughts on the situation
there in Iraq, our reflections from re-
cent trips and how we have moved for-
ward. I want to encourage everyone
who is listening to seek out and read
the testimony of General Petraeus and
Ambassador Crocker. Read it carefully
because it is very thoughtfully put to-
gether. They have provided an unvar-
nished account of what is happening on
the ground, and it is the most accurate
assessment of the situation. And that
is what policy should be based upon.
This House now has the responsibility
to the American people to truthfully
assess their testimonies.

At this point, I would like to pause
and introduce my good friend from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY). He is a member
of the Armed Services Committee. He
heard the testimony this afternoon,
and he’ll make some comments.

Mr. CONAWAY. I thank the gen-
tleman from Louisiana, my friend, my
classmate of the Class of 2005. I am
glad to be with you tonight. I did sit
today through General Petraeus’ testi-
mony, as well as Ambassador Crocker’s
testimony, and then later in the after-
noon, we heard from both General
Richard Cody, as well as General Rob-
ert Magnus, Army Vice Chief, and the
Marine Corps Vice Chief respectively,
on the status of our current forces. And
I would like to talk about kind of a
combination of those conversations
that we heard today.

Ambassador Crocker was asked, what
does success look like in Iraq? We
ought to know both sides of the equa-
tion, both sides of the coin of success
and failure. He described ‘‘success’ in
Iraq as an Iraq that is developed into a
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